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10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he 

has given you.  11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe 

his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.  12 Otherwise, when 

you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your 

herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is 

multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  15 He led you through the vast 

and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and 

scorpions.  He brought you water out of hard rock.  16 He gave you manna to eat in the 

wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in 

the end it might go well with you.  17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength 

of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  18 But remember the LORD your God, for 

it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 

swore to your ancestors, as it is today.  (NIV) 

 

It wasn’t Thanksgiving, but my family was gathered together for a meal, sitting around 

the dining room table at my parents’ home up in Michigan.  The pre-dinner conversation had 

lulled as we were all concentrating on what was now before us: the food.  Some wonderful 

concoction of my mother’s which was delicious enough to push just about everything else out of 

our minds as we concentrated on the luscious flavors of that food.  And then it hit me.  I stopped 

eating, looked up from my plate, and tried to remember if we had prayed before the meal. 

But before I chanced a, “Hey!  Did we pray?”  I wanted to be absolutely sure.  On the one 

hand, shame on my family, if we had forgotten to give thanks to God for the meal that we were 

eating.  On the other hand, if we had taken the time to pray but my mind was so distracted that 

now, just a couple minutes and a few bites later, I couldn’t remember it, then maybe it was 

shame on me.  If I was wrong, I knew what Mom was going to say, “Paul, if you can’t remember 

praying then why don’t you pray again now?” 

Too much thinking, food’s going to get cold, alright, I’m doing it, “Hey, did we pray?”  

We hadn’t.  Phew.  Crisis averted.  Have you ever been in that situation?  Or one similar to it, 

perhaps?  You probably have.  If not, it’s bound to happen sooner or later, because as good as we 

are remembering to pray every time we eat we’re bound to forget every once in a while.  It’s 

important that we’re careful not to do that. 

That’s the point Moses was addressing in the portion of Deuteronomy that we read as our 

first lesson.  Really, you could say it’s the theme of all of Deuteronomy 8: Be careful that you 

do not forget the LORD your God, or to say it positively, remember the LORD your God.  In a 

sense, that’s actually the theme of the whole book of Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy is Moses’ 

farewell address to the Israelites.  It’s his swan song.  He knows that He is about to die and these 

are the words that he wants to impart to his dearly beloved nation before he is taken home to 

heaven.  He repeats much of the law that God had given them but interspersed throughout the 

entire book he also keeps reminding them of all the amazing things that God had done for them 

and will continue to do for them. 
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Our text tonight is no different.  Moses acknowledges that life had not been particularly 

easy for the Israelites.  They’ve spent the last forty years wandering through the parched 

wilderness of the Middle East, they’ve been hungry, and thirsty, and in constant danger from 

poisonous snakes and scorpions, but God had brought them through it all.   

Some of them still remembered what it had been like growing up in Egypt, working long 

days as they slaved for the Egyptians.  Some of them had brothers who weren’t there to hear 

Moses’ speech that day, because they had been thrown into the Nile at the Pharaoh’s orders over 

half a life time ago.  But God had rescued them from slavery, brought them out from under the 

hand of the Egyptians, and preserved them all this while as they waited in the desert.  And now, 

Moses said, God was fulfilling His promise.  He was leading them into Canaan, the Promise 

Land, and He was going to give them possession of the land and provide them with food in 

plenty.  He would grow their flocks and herds, and increase their wealth.  God was about to pour 

out blessings on them that they could only imagine.  Their lives of scarcity were about to be 

transformed into lives of prosperity and plenty. 

So be careful, Moses said, that you do not forget the LORD your God.  How do you 

think they took that reminder?  Maybe they figured it was a no brainer, and didn’t even entertain 

the fact that they could forget about God after all that He had done for them.  Maybe they 

thought about all that God had done for their parents who were no longer there and would not be 

entering the Promise Land because they had forgotten the LORD. 

Whether or not they took the warning seriously, how did it play out?  Someday when you 

have the time, read through the Old Testament books of Joshua and Judges.  Read through 

Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles.  Read through the Old Testament prophets.  Again and again, 

what you will find is that they did not remember the LORD their God; in fact, they constantly 

forgot him. 

If God did all of the amazing things that He did for the children of Israel and they still 

forgot Him, then do you think we might be in danger of the same thing?  One hundred fifty years 

ago, during the American Civil War, President Lincoln declared that that last Thursday in the 

month of November would be celebrated each year as a national day of thanksgiving and praise 

to our generous Father in heaven. 

It was a good idea.  It’s an excellent tradition.  But that tradition has changed over the 

years hasn’t it?  It’s morphed from a day of being thankful for our heavenly Father’s generosity 

to a day of being thankful for discount shopping, a big meal, and a few football games.  So we 

need to be careful that, even on a day like Thanksgiving, we don’t forget the LORD our God.  It’s 

interesting; the way Moses phrases his reminder.  He doesn’t say, “Remember to give thanks or 

don’t forget to be thankful.”  He says Remember God and be careful that you don’t forget the 

LORD.  At four-thirty tomorrow afternoon, as you sit down in a comfortable chair in a warm 

house with another piece of pumpkin pie just in time to watch the Cowboys beat the Panthers, or 

whatever else your afternoon will bring, you’ll probably be thinking, “Man, this is great!”  That’s 

the easy part.  Being thankful is easy.  The hard part is remembering whom to be thankful to. 

The temptation is to thank ourselves, to take the credit for ourselves, thinking of our 

blessings as “well-earned,” as something we had coming to us, or maybe as something that it’s 

about time we got to kick back and enjoy.  It doesn’t make much difference if we’re living in 

poverty or in luxury.  We look at what we have and we’re fairly certain that we deserve it that 

we’re entitled to at least much if not more.  Moses warns us not to let our heads get too big, or to 

start thinking “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  

He warns us not to forget where those blessings really come from.  But remember the LORD 
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your God, he says, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms 

his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors. 

The turkey, the stuffing, the potatoes and gravy, family and friends, time off from work…  

God is the one who has given us the ability to enjoy all of those blessings.  Take a look around 

during your celebration tomorrow.  Everything there, everyone there is a gift of God.  Take the 

time to thank Him for those gifts. 

And you know what?  It gets even better than the gifts and blessings around the 

Thanksgiving dinner table.  And for the Israelites, it was going to get even better than the land 

flowing with milk and honey.  That was only the beginning of the promises God had given them.  

Whatever blessings you enjoy tomorrow, as great as they are, they don’t even come close to the 

blessings God has in store for you.  What they do accomplish, is they remind us of those 

blessings which we have yet to see.  That’s what Moses was getting at when he said it is [God] 

who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore 

to your ancestors.  Our wealth, our material blessings, as copious or scarce as they may be, are a 

confirmation for us, a reminder, of the covenant that God has made with us. 

For the Israelites, that covenant was the promise of what Messiah would come and do.  

For us, it is the promise of what He has already done.  So when you sit down around the table 

and you remember to pray, don’t just give thanks for the food in front you, because it’s more 

than just food; it’s a confirmation of all that God has done for you.  A reminder that He doesn’t 

just fill our stomachs with sweet potatoes and green bean casseroles; He also fills our souls with 

the bread of life.  God doesn’t just protect us in our homes from the physical dangers weather 

and hardship; He protects us in His arms from the spiritual dangers posed by the devil, the world, 

and our sinful nature.  He doesn’t just remove anxiety and tension from our lives with an 

occasional long weekend; He has removed the terror of sin and the fear of death in hell.  And He 

doesn’t just find ways to make us feel happy and safe on some Thursday in November; he found 

the one and only way to make us happy and safe forever.   

So, take that moment—not just tomorrow, but every day—and as you sit down to eat 

remember.  Remember the covenant Jesus made with you when He poured out His blood for you 

on the cross.  Your sins are forgiven.  Your salvation sure.  You have been given an inheritance 

of eternal life in heaven.  Remember that.  Remember the LORD Your God.  And give thanks.  

Amen. 

 


